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Winning
formul
all in the
gee-genes

WITH Aintree’s baffling
obstacles and last-minute
twists, the winner of the.
Grand National is usually
anyone's i

But resonreh earried out
by 0 Merseyside-born
selontist means the
ceplechase, which takes .
place on Saturday, could
soon become less of a
gamble.

Geneticist Stephen
Harrison, 44, who grew up
in Sefton, claims to have
found the formula for the
perfect racehorse,

The six-year study is the
lirst proof of a link between
genes and their role in the
individual per! founanccs of
horses.

Dr Harrison, aforme:r
pupil at St Mary's College,
Crosby, believes the
breakthrough could have
massive implications for the
multi-million pound
breeding industry, as it

could remove the prospect of

mroducing a “dud”.

- e said: “We anticipate
it the data will help
Leniners identify from day
one oplimum running
distances for horses, develop
appropriate t;.mnlng
regimes and target specific
races which will suit the
horses’ individual genetic
profiles,”

D Harrison, who works
for ' horoughbred Genetics,
in Stitingbourne, Kent, took
DINA sianplos from 1,000
thoroushbreds, ineluding
elnnmle winners such as
Falbrav and Gianl's
Crnoway.

o fraced collections af
jenon prssed on from -
molhir to offspring, but not
by fathers. The genes
conlribute to energy and
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muscle systems and are said
to have a direct impact on
the performance of a
racehorse
The re
winner
usually

careh found

ol major races
me from

part penelic ypes,
suited to running certain
dislances or even the
racecourse itsell.

It revealed some genetic
Tines were huilt for stamina
while others produced
hetter sprinters,

Dy Haplson added: “We
can work out from the
pocipgros whint genatic
variants they could have,
then assign different genes
to the winners of the big
races.

“Derby winners are more
likely to have a different
variant of genes to those
who win the 2,000 Guineas,
which is halfamile
shorton,”

D Haerison is married to
public relations worker
Amnie, with sons Daniel,
[ve, and treeyear-old
Lo

Il said his results were
currently more applicable
to Nat racing.

Bul he added his lm(lmgs
for Grand National winners
wottld be published later
this year

However, Simon Clare, of
Coral bookmakers, was
ical about the findings.
I “I've heard many
re-fire’ systems and none
have yet come to fruition, If
this is taken literally and he
could assure who the best
horse is for each race, then
the idea of betting would

al’

Merseyside-born geneticist Stephen Harrison, of Godmersham, Kent, with former
race horse Sunley Sense. He has studied the DNA of 1,000 horses

become redundant. But
that’s just not going to
happen. The reality is the
breeding industry has been
refined for hundreds of
years to produce
champions; but every year
there are lots of expensive
horses who don’t even make
it on to the racecourse.

“Horses are fragile, the
bheauty of horse racing is the
glorious uncertainty.”

The three-day Grand
National, which begins on

Work out
what
genetic
variants

‘I’hursaay, i1s the world's

biggest steeplechase.

B TATTERSALL tickets for

all three days, and selected
grandstand badges for the
Thursday, are still avail-
able, Tickets to the John

‘Smith’s No Nonsense

Enclosure are available for
just the Saturday. Call 0151
5222929, log on to

www.ain{ree.co.uk or visit

A the racecourse ticket office.
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AVID MOYES
2 claimednot to have

“of boos that gleeted

Goodison on Saturday.

But the Everton manager
couldn’t fail to notice how his
ed to jeopardise
Exropsan aua]_ﬁ

P fools? Sadly, nobody in
blue was laughing. 2
The last- -5asp: wm -at Sunde

excellent 2006 Premiership fbrm
was built.
-md WME S::uraa\ s hugely

i_;Lons itmak
bit more difficult.

Despite the fillip of Leon 5
QOsmean’ s early goal, a Worrymgly

A derby hangover? Perhaps.

Certainly, the verve, vigour
and enterprise that has ‘been
prominent in Everton's play 3
since the turn of the year, though
largely absent at Anfield last z
week, again made only a fleeting
appearance at the weekend.
- Nevertheless, Moyes’s.side cre-
ated enough chances against Sun-
derland’s dorous defence to have

their Championship-bound visi-
tors. L

“We were complacent, prof
fered Moyes, ]

Those jeering supporters’ frus-
tration at the result-will only
have been intensified by the fact-
on thetwo-occasions Sunderland
drew level, the home side
responded by mstanﬂy mcreas-
ing the tempo.

ames McFadden’s strike came
10 minutes after Jonathan
Stead had egualised; there
wasn’t quite enough time to
restore their am amace afsr

Fowler ;Oy as
1S

heard the smattering -



