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Cox back in Punchestown picture

WHAT s  ha
Punchestown? Lasi monih
chafrman James Osborne
and his deputy Dermot Cox
were otsted in whal, accord-
Ing 1o press reporis,
carefully n:cb:ﬂmtﬂl coup,
They - were

by -
scconniant  Nick Bul.l.nun

and salicitor John Ross; both

little knewn 1o moest racing | e

people.

E.irlkrjll.hl:]ﬂrﬁlll-‘

man had l.'psrﬂ‘l i
I'urhllftnl:'::' members of the
Kildare Hunl Clab, ihe frusi
which owns the Co Kildare
racecourse, This was critical
of ihie course’s lnanclal posi-
tion and supgested thal it
faced serlous cash
problemns.

When the i became

Blic — it was leaked to the

CArTner’s
borme answered Bullman's

criticisms by saying thai he

had taken sction at the time

ilse report was prepared. He
hiad made-changes and as a

resuli there were no longer money
worries.

any cash flow

Bullman has refused 1o~

mnswer questions on the mat-
ter or indeed an anyihing lo
do with the course. Earlier in
ihe week he sald he had no
comment o make, sdding:

g &l =

was m -

Journsl — Os-  racl

RACING COLUMN.

“Ii*s @ very sensitive time for

ithe people at Punchestown
and I don’t wani (o say any=

Mow thing at the moment.'
There are concerns (hat

s rd,nlﬂi this time by
“ﬂ risli  Horseracing
'.Pmllﬁrlt}‘ and Iis Horserac-

img Ireland successor. i has
lent Punchestown a lot of
and ks enlitled . to

elfective the

hopefully Cox can
the new chalrman

ol uu imporiance nr doing

the same.-

DNA mating test

THE Kenl-based Thorough-

|JI"I.'I:| Genelics QIT:EII}‘

hmn‘s best  distance
DNA testing. [t uses either

‘body lissues or nasal swabs,

Managing direclor Steve
Harrison adds thal the tesi-

ing s at its mosl elfeclive The tolal

when it comes to declding
with which stallion a mare
should maie.

By doing IDNA iesis on ihe
mare and the sire e can
identily !
tics ng 1o “trainabil-
ity™, pﬁfnmmdm
nest a5 well ax stamina,

He - maintaing  hat  ihe
DHA = will |
2O S e

to & mating worked oul on

pedigree: and . that i@ will
reveal 1o brewders  which
characteristics will be passed
ofi 1o the offspring and
which won'L

He has several Irish clients
paying between £250 and

£450 per horse per test. Ii
will be interesting io see how
jpruves,

Cool coup

COOLNAGORNA,  whe
made virtually all ihe run-
ning when winndng twoe Cork

“bumpers for Tom Hogan last

monil, has been sold (o join
Jonjo O°Nelll at Jl&ﬂln
Casile in Glovcestershire,

" crowd slump

IT LOOKS as if the years of
steadily rising altendances
are aboul 1o come Lo an end.
attendance to the

el ﬁrﬂuumbn'm LI7T
mibllion companed to 1.2m &
~ year earlier.

The " bookmakers have
been deing beiter and their
turnover is Elm up st nearly
£122m.

Bui ihe Tote is again kag-
ging behlmd. It had some
ambitivus growih targels for
this year yet turnover is over
£500,000 down.

Pride resumes
DORANS PRIDE, sidelined
with a pulled muscle for the
past month, will resumie can-
ing this week, Michael
Hi n's wvels examined
the horse on Wedn and
told him 0 was safe fo
resume work bil the Patrick-
swell trafner says that the vel-
eran pelding will not be
ready fo race uniil the end of
next month or even ﬂri‘,r

k . February.

Taxing times
RACING will recelve more
from oll-course belling lax
nexl year despite the recent
h Finance Minister
clCreevy fo slash

it mmm  got 80% of

mmsmmu:m

, the' forecasi for 2001 Is

£53m, § the Industry an
g

Michael Clower



